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Rav Menachem Mendel Kasher
Torah Sheleimah — Intro to SHemos

The sacred work [of compiling this volume] was completed on the third day of the third
month (3rd Sivan = May 25th), 1944,

This volume inclugles Parshat Shemot, in which is recorded the suffering and the
oppression of the children of Israel when they first entered as a people upon the stage of
world history.

It is the fate of this present edition to be published during days of blood and suffering,
when the children of Israel are again groaning under their fearful oppression,

But we would be unfaithful to reality were we to equate our torment in these days with
the anguish that was experienced by the children of Israel in Egypt. The primal serpent
has grown and expanded over the last three thousand years; in the service of Amalek and
his allies stand all of the tools of technology to eradicate, annihilate and destroy. With
furious anger and without ever being sated, the savage, the unclean and the wicked have
laid siege to our people in Europe, severing them from the source of life: women together
with men, the old with the very young.

For those of us who by miraculous means have been saved from the torrent of European
blood that has been poured upon the entire world and upon our people sevenfold!, in us
has been established: “They became sick because of the children of Israel”?, such that “it
made their lives bitter™, An echo of the words of Moshe Rabbeinu, the lover of Israel,
reaches our hearts: “Why have you made things so bad for this people?™ And our ears
are attuned to the plaintive cry of David®: “Why do you stand from afar!?"¢

We do not understand the ways of providence. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts
nor your ways mine”’. But we do hope that in our days will also be established Hashem’s
response to Moshe Rabbeinu: “Now, see...”®, and that we will merit to see quickly and
soon our God’s salvation. Let He who said to His world, “Enough!™, say to our sorrows,
“Enough!” May wickedness dissipate like smoke and may the one who dwells in the
heavens raise up the horn of his people. May we rejoice in the blossoming of our holy
Torah, and in the joy of our land, rebuilt in holiness, when Hashem returns the captivity
of Zion.
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Bitterly shall I weep for the razing of Warsaw, the city of my birth,

A sacred community of sixty myriad souls of Israel —

A city filled with wise men and scribes, for the Torah was its inheritance,

Woe for its righteous, its pious, its pure and its holy,

Men and women, the elderly and the infants are burned, cut down and slaughtered —
Wog for the blood that flows like water,

The blood of the sons and the daughters of Israel, the pure and the blameless!

Woe for the yeshivot, the study houses and the hasidic institutions with their myriad
students!

Who can relate the glory of its greatness or the splendour of its sanctity,

Which is now trampled down and crushed bencath the foot of iniquity!

Without rest I will lament the slain of my people,

The murdered of Poland, of Russia, of Germany, of France, of Belgium, of Holland, of
Lithuania and of Latvia, of Romania and of Hungary —

Great is our agony, powerful is our pain, enormous is our grief:

You, Hashem, know all of it!

This memorial monument, this paltry tribute, is dedicated to the memory of our slain.
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In Memoriam

This volume of Torah Shelémah is the first to appear when my revered father-in-
law, Rabbi Menahem M. Kasher, is no longer with us, to see with satisfaction another
part of his monumental structure in its finished form. On 27 Heshvan 5744 (November
3, 1983) he was taken from this life to his eternal reward.

However we measure greatness in Torah learning and erudition, he was one of the

most illustrious scholars of our time. He was 2 virtual phenomenon: a dynamic,
inexhaustible source of creativity and achievement.
. His birthplace was Warsaw, Poland, in the heart of the chassidic movement of Ger.
In that East European matrix of vibrant, living Judaism he grew, to be educated and
influenced by the Talmudic giants of that unforgettable, irretrievable time and place in
Jewish history. He went on to a singularly fruitful career that spanned over seven
decades and produced thirty-eight volumes of his lifework, Torah Shelémah, as well as
a shelf-ful of other scholarly works.

The idea and the plan of Torah Shelémah ripened early in his life: a vision of a
new, organic unity between the Written and the Oral Torah — by showing in a unique
way what the first meant to the second. For every sentence, every phase - indeed every
word ~ of the Five Books of Moses he would gather every passage of interpretation and
commentary to be found in the vast literature of the Oral Torah; and this material he
would arrange in proper order. Then one could see before him, in full, what any given
words of sacred Scripture meant to the immortal Sages of Talmud and Midrash, in their
focused, continuous study of the Hebrew Bible over a period of two thousand years.

It was an architectual conception; and architectually, he set the foundations well.
The very first step was to prepare files: one file for each verse of the Five Books of
Moses, Into these files went the myriad passages of Talmud and Midrash as he gathered '
them, with references and indications for further investigation and study.

To the very last verse of the Written Torah, these precious files are held at Béth
Torah Shelémah, the scholarly institute he founded and directed until the end of his
er. A considerable amount of research and editorial preparation must yet be done for
each further volume; but the solid base is there: the legacy of a man whose impassioned
single-minded dedication to his mission in Torah was so unique in our age.

,
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a satisfactory method of conditional marriage.®? Yet in the end, blaming ill health,
Weinberg was unwilling to involve himself in any serious discussion of Berkovits’s
proposals, or of conditional marriage in general. This is another example of
his reluctance to chart new halakhic ground independently 8 As with all great

% Wetnberg's approval of certain types of conditional marriages and his belief that hatakhists
should continie work in this area are seen in his letter to R. Leo Jung, dated 19 June 1957. In the
questionable letter to R. Menahem Kasher (sce next note), Weinberg explained that his sympa-
thetic artitude towards Berkovits’s endeavour was due to his being unaware that the issue had
already been the focus of a major dispute in the United States between the Orthodox and the
Conservative rabbinates, with the Orthodox forbidding conditional marriages.

& Weinberg's letter is cited by Israeli Supreme Court Justice Moshe Silberg in one of his de-
cisions; see Piskei din shel beit hamishpat ha'elyon leyisrael, 22 (1968), 37-8. Silberg argues that,
despite Weinbierg’s outward refusal to adopt a stance, a close reading of his approbation reveals
his identification with Berkovits’s position and his strong criticism of those who refuse to explore
halakhic ways of solving the modern problems of marriage and divorce. It is worth noting that,
according to R. Moshe Tendler, as quoted by R. Leo Jung in an undated letter to Berkovits,
R. Moses Feinstein expressed theoretical approval of Berkovits’s position.

There has been sume dispute regarding Weinberg’s approbation ever since R. Menahem
Kasher, in the midst of a strident attack on Berkovits’s baok (*Concerning Conditiona! Marriage
(Heb.), No'am, 11 {1969), 338—53), published a letter from Weinberg in which the latter ex-
pressed regret over writing this approbation. Despite Berkovits’s claim that this letter was 2
forgery, Kasher never produced the original. (Berkovits's final statement on this issue is found in
his Fewish Women in Time and Torah (Hoboken, NJ, 1990}, 111: ‘I regret to say that my work has
not been given sericus consideration, and instead all kinds of statements have been made main-
taining that my teacher, Rabbi Y. Y. Weinberg, =./,, withdrew the moral support that he gave to
the work. I have to declare that in all these statements and rumors there is not the slightest truth.”)
Although it is impossible for me to offer any definitive evidence that Weinberg’s retraction wasa
forgery perpetrated by Kasher, the following points do not reflect well upon Kasher’s credibility,

1. Berkovitss book was originally going to be published in Ne'am, the halakhic annual edited by
Kasher, until the latter, presumably because of fear of the religious right, decided this could not be
done. The work, with a good portion of it already in print, was then transferred to Mosad Harav
Kook which completed publication. These facts are never mentioned by Kasher in his attack on
Berkovits’s bopk, in which, by the way, he refuses to mention Berkovits's name, referring to him
instead as ‘a c@rtain rabbi’. {Soon after Berkovits's book was published, Kasher sent him a letter, a
copy of which:is in my possession, congratulating him on the appearance of the book!) Nor does
Kasher mention the fact that Weinberg’s approbation was actually addressed to kim, and not to
Berkovits (a copy of Weinberg's original letter is in my possession). According to Berkovits,
Kasher refused to publish the work without this approbation (interview with Berkovits).

2. A letter (in English) from R. Moses Botchko to R. Leo Jung, dated 31 Dec. 1965, a mere
three weeks before Weinberg's death when he was too ill to write personally, reads:

Rabbi Weinberg has received your telegram as well as your letter in connection with the
work of Dr. B. However, he is not well at all these days—May the Almighty grant him a
Refuah Shelemo. He asked me to write to you on his behalf, and to let vou know, that he has
not changed his mind atall, and he thinks that it is a very good thing, that the work should be
printed inl the Hanoam, to stimulate the discussion and the clarification on the marter, He
asked me, to state it in unequivocal terms, that he stands 100% to his previous mind, and he
really does not understand what has made Rabbi Kasher suddenly change his mind, since he
wrote to Rabbi Weinberg that he is thrilled with the work.

When, therefore, is Weinberg supposed to have written his letter of retraction to Kasher? Never-
theless, as noted above, there is no direct evidence that Kasher forged the letter. The possibility still
exists that Weinberg wrote one thing to Jung and another to Kasher. As [ have already pointed out, it
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talmudists, however, this hesitancy was confined to practical halakhah. In theoreti-
calldiscussions he had no quaims about rejecting the opinions of earlier scholars,8¢
even the greatest among them, and his criticisms can at times be quite sharp 85

In 1961 Weinberg published his first volume of responsa, Seridei esh (‘Remnants
from the Fire’). Although it includes some rabbinic articles he wrote after the war,
the'bulk of the work consists of his responsa and those of other rabbis concerning
the shekitah question. In his introduction he explained that for several years he had
refused to publish the work, fearing that the institution of shehitak might be endan-
geer if its opponents were to learn that there was a halakhist who argued in favour
of the permissibility of stunning. It was for this reason that Chief Rabbi Herzog
had requested that he should not publish the responsum. However, the great
historical significance of the work, the important talmudic expositions it con-
tainied, and the need to set the record straight in the face of those who claimed that
he had permitted stunning in practice, convinced him that the work should be
published.*® This volume was soon followed by two more, which combine the
responsa saved by Berkovits as well as those he wrote after the war.

TALMUDIC STUDIES

Even though, as mentioned previously, Weinberg was not able to devote himself to
modern Jewish scholarship to the extent he would have liked, his training in
Wissenschaft des Judentums methodologies was manifested in his talmudic studies.
Throughout his writings, including those devoted to practical halakhah,?” Weinberg
continued to stress the importance of using critically established texts and to point
out how earlier scholars had been misled by faulty texts.®® To this end, he did not

was niot untheard of for Weinberg to write different things to different people, although in this case it
appears highly unlikely.

® See SEiit, p. 27, for Weinberg’s formulation of the difference between theory and practice.

# Seee.g SEii, p. 123 and no, 109. Seealso SE i, p. 46, in the note, where Weinberg claimed that
his interpretation is obvious to all who know how to read the Tosafists carefully. As Weinberg himself
noted, those to whom this interpretation was not obvious included two of the greatest talmudic
commentators, R. Samuel Edels and R. Meir of Lublin. For an exarmple of similar self-confidence, see
SEL P33

L gb?; -+ PP. 6—7; letter to Pinhas Biberfeld, dated 8 Apr. 1959, letter of Samson Raphael Weiss to
Weinlgerg, dated 22 Feb. 1960, and Weinberg's reply, dated 28 Feb. rg60. See also his letter in Munk
and Munk, Edut ne’emanah, 249, that Herzog later agreed that publishing the responsum would not
create difficulties,

# | emphasize this because R. David Zvi Hoffmann, despite being Orthodoxy’s leading critical
talmudic scholar, did not use his Wissenschaft des Judentums knowledge in formulating halakhic
decisipns. Even questions regarding Proper texts were not taken up by hitr in his practical halakhic
writings. This is the conclusion of Daniel Gordis, who has written a detailed study of Hoffmann’s
responsa entitled ‘Dialectics of Community, Continuity, and Compassion: The Legal Writings
of Raﬁbi David Zevi Hoffmann and their Philosophical Foundations’ (Ph.D. diss., University of
Southern California, 1992), 151-2,

# See SEii, p. 263, iii, p. 253, his review in Hupardes (Feb, 1953), 26, and his letters in No'am, 16
(1973), 160~4.
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33% | THE FIFTH CUpP

- WE A%RE COMMANDED TO GIVE THANKS FOR A MIRACLE

Rabbi Huna said: We learn from the Torah, from the Prophets, and
from the Writings that 2 man ought to give praiee and thanks to the
Almighty for a2ny miraculous event, Where do we find chis in the Torah?
It is written: “That thou mayest e}l in the eurs of thy son, and of thy
san’s son, what I have wrought wpon Egype.” Also it is ssid: "And chat
My name may be declared theoughout the earth” Fram che Prophers:
it is written: "I will make mention of the mercies of the Erernal and che
-praises of the Eternal” Alwo i is said: “And ye shall say on that day:
Give thanks unce the Eternal, proclaim His name, decfare His desags among
the peoples, make mention thac His name is exalted.” From the Writings: it
is wrircen: “That which we hive hesrd and known, and our fathers have
told us—we will not hide it from theic children, telling to the geneeation
to come the praites of the Exernal, and His strengeh, and His woadrous
works that He hath done.” Also, it is said: "Ler them give thanks unco
the Ecernal for His mercy, and for His wondrods works for the children
of men.” ? -

And now, in our own time, when we have been peivileged to behold
the mercies of the Holy Name, blessed is He, and His salvation over
us, in the establishrment of the Scate of lerzel, which is the beginning of
redemption and salvation from the exile of Edom, even as it is written:
“And I shall bring you into the hand, the same which I hive lifted my
band to give unto Abraham, vato Isaac, 2nd unto Jacob, and T have given
it unto you as zn inharitance: | am the Eternal—i¢ is ficting 2nd proper
thac we observe this pisus acr, che drinking of the fifth cup, 15 2 form of
thanksgiving,

We give chanks unto the Eternal for the wartime rairacles and
wonders He weought for us, The mercies of the Eternal stood us in good
stexd in time of dire peril, when seven natians united ta destroy and an-
nihilate the Jewish state, and plunge it into rivess of blood and fire, The
Ecernal, in His lovingkindness, frustraeed the designs of our enemies,
and vauchsnfecf victory uneo us; as it is promised in His Torah: “The
Erernal shall cause chine- enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten
before thy face; they shall come oue sgainst thee one way, and flee before
thee seven wayy” Truly God has given over the many into the hands of
the few., and He east terror ypen these who would destray us, so that they
fled. Now we turn in peayer and hope toward che Ecernal, that we shall
behold the early rays of the morning sun over the land of our fathers wax
into'a mighty laminzry; and that the Jewish state be firmly built upon the
foundation of Torah and cradition, in the ancienc spirit of our people.

Just as we | have been prvileged ta see the first realization of “And 1
shall bring them,” so may we be worthy of witniessing the perfect and
complete redemprion, the coming of the Messiah, May we witness fulfill-
ment of the vision of the prophets, that “evit shall dissppear 3s smoke in
the wind, and that all the earch shall be filled with the knowledge of God.”




